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College Choral Series is a collection of contemporary choral music featuring imaginative and 
stimulating arrangements of traditional Irish music and original compositions based on Irish 
texts. The series is published in association with the Choral Scholars of University College Dublin. 
Selections from the collection have been recorded by the choir for Signum Records  
and feature on the albums Invisible Stars (SIGCD436) and Perpetual Twilight (SIGCD558).  
These highly acclaimed recordings feature traditional and contemporary choral music from  
Ireland and Scotland, including new arrangements and compositions by some of Ireland’s  
most celebrated composers.

COLLEGE CHORAL SERIES

At that hour when all things have repose, 
O lonely watcher of the skies, 
Do you hear the night wind and the sighs 
Of harps playing unto Love to unclose 
The pale gates of sunrise? 
  
When all things repose do you alone 
Awake to hear the sweet harps play 
To Love before him on his way, 
And the night wind answering to antiphon 
Till night is over, gone? 
  
Play on, invisible harps, unto Love, 
Whose way in Heaven is aglow 
At that hour when soft lights come and go, 
Soft sweet music in the air above 
And in the earth below. 

LYRICS - AT THAT HOUR WHEN ALL THINGS HAVE REPOSE  

PROGRAMME NOTE - AT THAT HOUR WHEN ALL THINGS HAVE REPOSE  

James Joyce wrote a letter to his brother expressing the hope that his collection of thirty-six 
poems, Chamber Music, would one day be set to music: ‘The book is in fact a suite of songs and if 
I were a musician I suppose I should have set them to music myself’. At that hour when all things 
have repose is set for choir and harp by American composer Timothy Stephens. It is a work filled 
with musical images: ‘Play on, invisible harps, unto love’.
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‘UCD Choral Scholars is one of the finest college choirs I have ever heard  
on my travels: such fabulous intonation, blend and musicality. Desmond Earley’s 
arrangements for this group would be a fine addition to the library of any choir.’  
Nigel Short - Artistic Director of the UK professional choir Tenebrae

ABOUT THE CHORAL SCHOLARS OF UNIVERSITY COLLEGE DUBLIN

PUBLISHING EDITOR

Mark Armstrong is one of Ireland’s foremost 
choral specialists and his extensive catalogue 
of arrangements and compositions for choir, 
orchestra and concert band have received 
critical acclaim worldwide. In a career 
spanning thirty years he has performed and 
recorded with all of Ireland’s major amateur 
and professional choral and instrumental 
ensembles and enjoys adjudicating at choral 
festivals in Ireland and abroad.

SERIES EDITOR

Dr Desmond Earley is Assistant Professor  
of Choral Music at University College Dublin 
and Artistic Director of the Choral Scholars of 
University College Dublin.  
He is a published arranger and composer of 
works with Hal Leonard (USA), Alliance (USA), 
Seolta Music (IRL) and Novello (UK), and 
frequently works as a choral conductor and 
clinician in the areas of early music  
and Irish music. 

The Choral Scholars of University College Dublin is an internationally-acclaimed chamber choir of 
gifted student singers led by founding Artistic Director, Dr Desmond Earley, based at University 
College Dublin School of Music. With a classical focus, and an inspiration found in the music 
and literature of Ireland, the ensemble’s repertoire ranges from contemporary choral music to 
the re-imagining of Irish traditional song. The choir has a working relationship with national and 
international ensembles, performing with the Irish Chamber Orchestra, RTÉ Concert Orchestra and 
the European Union Chamber Orchestra, and has toured The Netherlands, Hungary, Luxembourg, 
Italy, the UK and the eastern states of the USA. The Choral Scholars are committed to artistic 
excellence, an ambitious vision, a joyful camaraderie, and a dynamic, youthful sound.

www.ucd.ie/choralscholars 	  

@UCDChoral

www.facebook.com/UCDChoralScholars
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