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ACT ONE
Scene 1

Samson blind, and in chains.

Chorus of the Priests of Dagon celebrating his festival at a distance.

No.2 Recitative THIS DAY, A SOLEMN FEAST
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Chorus AWAKE THE TRUMPET’S LOFTY SOUND

No.3 .
Chorus of the Priests of Dagon
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1 when Da- gon_king of _ all the earth, of __ all the_earthis

Bar 30, tenor, beat 2: ¢' in B and subscquent sources. (There is no autograph for this movement.)
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No.9B Recitative WHY BY AN ANGEL?
Samson
SAMSON
. fr— | [r— | - To—
— bk — ¥ hd 'L-——A hud T Y] “F ;
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VERSION B: Segue No.11 (p

.355

*If No.10_ (an optional additional movement in Version B) is included, then No.9B should end with a C minor chord.
If No.10 is 2oz included, and No.11 follows, then No.9B should end with a C major chord.
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Scene 2

Samson, Micah and Chorus of Israelites

Recitative OH CHANGE BEYOND REPORT!

o.11 ;
N Micah
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= ! - —
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y— = P

Bars 7-8 Suggested editorial interpretation: :—é‘-i‘-.-;w" Ee
He - ro - ic Sam - son?

Bar 14, voice: Libretto sources have ‘coat of mail’, musical sources have ‘frock of mail’.



Variant movements

ACT ONE Scene 2

No.12X Air O MIRROR OF OUR FICKLE STATE!
Largo Micah (or Alto Solo 2)*
MICAH (or ALTO SOLO 2) | :
R L L —
o =
mir - ror kle state! Vins
é@%éga&ffyﬁg —==—————
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*see Preface (p.viii)
Bar 1, Voice: The lower alternative note was added in pencil in B; this variant did not apply to Handel’s early (Version A)
performances
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Samson, Micah

Recitative WHOM HAVE I TO COMPLAIN OF?
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No.14 Air TOTAL ECLIPSE!
Samson

Larghetto e staccato
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No.16

Chorus O FIRST CREATED BEAM
Chorus of Israelites
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No.17B Recitative YOU SEE, MY FRIENDS
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Scene 3
Samson, Micah, Manoa and Chorus of Israelites
No.18 Recitative BRETHREN, AND MEN OF DAN
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Bar 2, Manoa: L1, L2, A and B have ‘where’s’, but A and B have

this rhythm.



57

No.19 Accompanied Recitative OH MISERABLE CHANGE!
Manoa
Largo e piano MANOA
: M N S T —
E  — i — ' ——— = —— o —1 * |
_ T 1 | . 1 r e —— |
- T T
Oh mi - se - ra - ble change! - Is this the man -
e e 4 — — :
‘ _i_g\____,., e — T - —
-~ | >
Str. P
: f - |
e J —_—
-+
4
Ty - . ‘.' - po— ) - = . - = { — 1
o  —] ! ¢ i % —F —— I | — : & va n').,._i
p— < o e — - € <
4 I
re -nown’d a - far? h The dread of Is-rael’s foes! Who
o) - . )
T ;'0_1_ ________________
G T o F
= )/
I 2 _ |
) -I—FT—}—-—J -
d =~
» . - . ] -
et E T ]
with an  an - gel’s strength their  ar - mies du - ell’d,
r |
p— ¥ 7]
—— F S—— tfl
6 3* {__ 5
7 d— 3 — o
5
I C— - o ) - T e —
77— fv' '_LE_F | 1 £ i - ‘5 T )

»
11 3 s
) P— o {. g el reli— — - — v e R |1' ?' - P R N ]
— e e e
un - ¢ -qual match to guard his breast a - gainst the co- ward’s spear
) - |
A - i - I
Lg_—#n——, — =72 - Eam— =
e < T <
—
[p]
kg T — 2 - = »
A _u = = — =l ll
- 1

VERSION A: Segue No.20

VERSION B: Segue No.24B (p.69)



69

No.24B Recitative JUSTLY THESE EVILS
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Bar 92, Bassi, 4th note: Handel wrote d, amended editorially.
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No.29B Recitative and Accompanied Recitative FOR THEE, MY DEAREST SON
Manoa, Samson
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No.29A, bar 32, Voice: All libretto sources have ‘flat’, as also A. In B “flat’ has been altered to ‘fled’, and this variant is
found in D (but not C).
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Bar 11, Voice: See the note on p.88, to bar 32. VERSION B: Segue No.30 (p.90)



